TCAF Tennis

2011-2012
RULES & REGULATIONS

A. 
DISTRICT ASSIGNMENTS. 

1.
Schools shall be assigned to districts by the TCAF Executive Board.


2. 
District Tournament Directors will be appointed by the TCAF Tennis Commissioner.
B. 
CERTIFICATION

1. 
The District Director shall certify the state qualifiers to the TCAF Tennis Commissioner by the deadline indicated by the TCAF office and TCAF Calendar.
C. 
DATES, TIMES, AND LOCATION FOR DISTRICT & STATE TOURNAMENT


1.
The date, times, & location of the District Tournament shall be set by the Tournament Director and correspond with dates on the TCAF Calendar. 


2. 
The State Tournament shall be held on the dates specified on the current year TCAF calendar and at the location designated by the TCAF Tennis Commissioner. 
D. 
BALLS

1. 
Tournament Directors will notify schools concerning tennis balls to be supplied.

E. 
MATCHES/SETS

1.
Format For All Matches Prior To Semi-Final And Final Matches:

· 8-Game Pro-Set, must win by 2 or more games

· 10-Point Tie Breaker at 8 all

· 15 Minute rest periods between matches

2.
Format For Semi-Final and Final Matches

· 2 out of 3 – 6 Game Sets

· 10-Point tiebreaker at 6 all

· 3rd Set, 10-point tiebreaker

· One-hour rest between Semi-Final and Final Matches

F. 
OFFICIALS

1. 
Officials will be secured by the tournament director if it is felt that they are needed. 

2. 
Each school may be requested to furnish one coach to assist as designated by the tournament director.
G. 
SPORTSMANSHIP


1. 
All players, teams, and coaches shall exhibit good sportsmanship. 

2. 
Specific care should be given to avoid improper cheering and "razzing." 

3. 
The tournament director has the right to declare any player, team, or coach ineligible who does not exhibit good sportsmanship.
H. 
COACHING. 

Designated coaches, not parents or spectators, are allowed to coach their players only during the 90-second changeovers and at the end of the sets. Coaches are not allowed to coach their players while they are playing their matches. Coaching is defined by the USTA as “communication, advice, or instruction of any kind, audible or visible, to a player or players”.
DISTRICT MEETS

A. 
DIVISIONS

1. 
Boys’, Girls’ Divisions. There shall be the following divisions:



a.
High school boys, singles and doubles.



b.
High school girls, singles and doubles.


c. 
Mixed Doubles.
B. 
ENTRIES

1.
At the district meet, each school may enter two boys’ singles and two girls’ singles, two boys’ doubles and two girls’ doubles teams, and two mixed doubles teams. 

2. 
The winners of first and second place in district contests, singles and doubles, boys and girls, and mixed doubles advance to the State Tournament. 

3. 
No individual shall be allowed to compete in both singles and doubles.

C. 
DISTRICT SEEDING

1. 
Seeding information should be provided to the District Director for previous State & District Champions, and any other players who are state or nationally ranked or their level of USTA play. 

2. 
Seeding information for other players is not required.  


3. 
This seeding information must be in to the District Director by the deadline given.

D. 
FEES


1. 
District tournament fees shall be set by the District Director based upon expenses. 

2. 
Make check payable to the host school and mail prior to the tournament or pay upon arrival at the tournament.  


3. 
Athletes will not be allowed to compete without payment of fees.
E. 
SUBSTITUTIONS

1. 
In doubles, the tournament director may allow an alternate to substitute for one of the doubles players in case of injury, illness, or loss of academic eligibility. 


2. 
The alternate must be named before district competition, and the same individual must be the alternate at the State Tournament.


3. 
A school may not substitute for a singles player or an entire doubles team after the tournament has begun. 


4. 
After the tournament has begun, substitutions are not permitted.


5. 
If a singles player or a doubles team, who has qualified for the state tournament, cannot participate in all of the tournament; that school's coach is responsible for notifying the district alternate(s) so that the alternate(s) may compete at the State Tournament. The coach is also responsible for notifying the District Director of the change.

6. 
Any qualifying player who knows in advance that he/she cannot finish the State Tournament, should yield to the district alternate as described above. This is to prevent players from coming to State, playing one round, then pulling out; resulting in a forfeit in an advanced round at the State Tournament.
F.
DRAW


1. 
The District Director will determine the draw for the District Tournament. 


2. 
Seed Considerations:


a. 
FIRST - Seeds are based on the previous year’s district/state champs.



b. 
SECOND – Seeds will be placed in the draw based on information sent in by coaches.


c. 
THIRD - If the seeding information is not sufficient, there will be a blind draw among the district entries for their placement.

3.
Add scoring will be used for all three sets.
G. 
PLAYOFF FOR SECOND PLACE


1. 
In the District Tournament, the loser in the finals will play the winner of the third place match (to determine second place) unless these two contestants (or doubles or mixed doubles teams) played each other in the semifinal round. 
H. 
SCORING FOR TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS 


1. 
Points are awarded as follows:

a. 
One (1) point for each round played + 1 ½ points to the winner of each round.

b.
A bye is considered a victory and points will be awarded to the advancing team.

c.
No points will be awarded to the defaulting team if they do not play the round. The “winning” team will receive points.

d. 
Total points (singles and doubles) per school determine team standings in Boys and Girls Divisions.


2. 
If the points are equal starting from a round of 16, count the total sets won.


3. 
If the total sets are equal, starting from a round of 16, count the total games won.


4. 
If the total games won are equal, then head-on matches will determine who wins.


5. 
If there is still a tie, count the number of players or doubles teams that have advanced to the semi-finals.


6. 
If there is still a tie, count the number of players or doubles teams that have advanced to the quarterfinal.


7. 
If there is still a tie, a coin toss shall determine the winner.
J. 
AWARDS AT DISTRICT TOURNAMENT

1. 
Team Plaques shall be awarded as follows:



a. 
District Champion



b. 
District Runner up

2. 
Individual Medallions shall be awarded as follows:


a. 
District Champion



b. 
District Runner up


c. 
Third Place


d.
Consolation

K. 
DRESS CODE

All participants are to wear appropriate clothing. Standard tennis shorts, shirts, and flat-bottom shoes are to be worn at all times. Specifically prohibited are: tank tops, muscle shirts, spaghetti straps, cut-off jeans, shorts without pockets, any shoes other than approved court shoes specifically black soled shoes. Shirts must be long enough to tuck into shorts. (No bare midriffs).  The torso must be covered during competition. School uniforms w/school colors & logos are encouraged. The tournament director has the authority to determine whether the clothing is appropriate. TATTOOS MUST BE COVERED BY TAPE OR CLOTHING AT ALL TIMES.
STATE MEET
A. 
QUALIFICATION FOR STATE. 

Teams must qualify for the state meet by competition in the district meet.

B. 
DIVISIONS 

1. 
Boys’, Girls’ Divisions. There shall be the following divisions:



a. 
High school boys, singles and doubles.



b. 
High school girls, singles and doubles.


c. 
Mixed Doubles.
C. 
FEES


1. 
The State Tournament fee shall be set by the TCAF Tennis Commissioner based upon expenses. 

2. 
Make check payable to the host school and mail prior to the tournament or pay upon arrival at the tournament.  


3. 
Athletes will not be allowed to compete without payment of fees.
D. 
DRAW

1. 
The Tennis Commissioner will set the draw for the State tournament based upon the places of the qualifiers from the District Tournaments.


2. 
Opposing districts will be matched with the following criteria:  #1 will play #2 qualifiers.


3.
Add scoring will be used for all three sets.
E. 
DRESS CODE

All participants are to wear appropriate clothing. Standard tennis shorts, shirts, and flat-bottom shoes are to be worn at all times. Specifically prohibited are: tank tops, muscle shirts, spaghetti straps, cut-off jeans, shorts without pockets, any shoes other than approved court shoes especially black soled shoes. Shirts must be long enough to tuck into shorts. (No bare midriffs).  The torso must be covered during competition. School uniforms w/school colors & logos are encouraged. The tournament director has the authority to determine whether the clothing is appropriate. TATTOOS MUST BE COVERED BY TAPE OR CLOTHING AT ALL TIMES.
F. 
SCORING FOR TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS 


1. 
Points are awarded as follows:



a. 
One (1) point for each round played + 1 ½ points to the winner of each round.



b. 
Total points (singles and doubles) per school determine team standings in Boys and Girls Divisions.


2. 
If the points are equal starting from a round of 16, count the total sets won.


3. 
If the total sets are equal, starting from a round of 16, count the total games won.


4. 
If the total games won are equal, then head-on matches will determine who wins.


5. 
If there is still a tie, count the number of players or doubles teams that have advanced to the semi-finals.


6. 
If there is still a tie, count the number of players or doubles teams that have advanced to the quarterfinal.


7. 
If there is still a tie, a coin toss shall determine the winner.
H.
AWARDS AT STATE TOURNAMENT

1. 
Team Plaques shall be awarded as follows:



a. 
State Champion



b. 
State Runner up

2. 
Individual Medallions shall be awarded as follows:


a. 
State Champion



b. 
State Runner up


c. 
Third Place

I. 
ALL-STATE


1. 
Individuals who place at the State Meet are considered All-State. No other awards will be given.
